
                               
 

 
VSPDT National Dog Bite Awareness and Prevention Conference brings 

TV star Victoria Stilwell to town! 
 
For Immediate Release: Sept. 12, 2012  
CONTACT: Anne Ross, YellowDog Creative, 303-919-7419 
 
Denver, Colo. – Renowned pet trainer Victoria Stilwell, forensic dog bite and aggression expert Jim 
Crosby and attorney Claudine Wilkins are just a few of the presenters that are coming to Denver on Nov. 
2, 2012 to take part in the National Dog Bite Awareness and Prevention Conference presented 
by Victoria Stilwell Positively Dog Training (VSPDT). This marks Stilwell’s and the world’s premier 
national dog bite prevention initiative’s first visit to Denver - a city all-too familiar with dog bites making 
national news. 
 
In 2010 alone, over 4.5 million people were bitten by dogs in the U.S., 800,000 of which required 
medical attention, while thirty-one people died from dog attacks. Through September 2012, twenty-four 
people have been killed by dogs, sixteen of whom were children. The tragedy is that in most of 
these cases and others, such bites and fatalities are utterly preventable.   
 
In response to the reports of dog bites and attacks which continue to drive news cycles in cities across 
the country, celebrity dog trainer, TV personality and best-selling author Victoria Stilwell (It’s Me or the 
Dog, Animal Planet) founded the Dog Bite Prevention Task force with other leaders in the fields of 
animal behavior, forensics and legislation in 2012 to highlight the need for education and awareness to 
prevent these largely avoidable tragedies from occurring. Comprised of canine behavior experts, lawyers, 
pediatric surgeons, rescue coordinators, educators and dog bite victims’ families, the Task Force tours 
the country presenting the Dog Bite Awareness and Prevention Conference in a dedicated effort to 
finding practical and workable solutions to this universal problem through education and heightened 
awareness among those on the front lines of this epidemic. 
 
“I am devastated each time I hear about children being bitten, mauled or killed, especially when most of 
these incidences could have been prevented,” Stilwell states. “Education is key, not just for parents and 
kids, but for professionals and educators who must all work together to spread awareness and 
encourage responsible ownership.” 
 
The National Dog Bite Awareness and Prevention Conference, presented by VSPDT-certified Wag & Train 
Animal Behavior Specialists and Good Family Dog Training, is designed for and open to all animal 
industry professionals, child educators, shelter workers, medical professionals, first responders, animal 
control officers, delivery personnel, trainers and dog lovers. 
 
The one-day seminar features dynamic presentations from Stilwell, Crosby, Wilkins and other leading 
canine behavioral experts. Topics include: understanding aggression, Recognizing and interpreting 
canine body language, the effect of punitive training methods on dogs, safe-handling of aggressive dogs, 
what to do after a dog bites, how to investigate a bite incident, victims’ rights, the inadequacies and 
inefficiencies inherent in breed-specific legislation (BSL) and tips on keeping you and your family safe 
around dogs.  Find out how which breeds and age groups are most bite-prone and how bites can be 
prevented through education, awareness and humane training techniques.  
  



Space is limited and is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Early-bird registration is open until 
Oct. 5, 2012 and is $100. To register or for more event details, please visit 
www.denverdogbiteseminar.com. Group discounts are available, please contact event organizer 
YellowDog Creative – yellowdogdenver@gmail.com - for details.  
 

###  
 

About Victoria Stilwell:  Victoria Stilwell is a world-renowned dog trainer, TV personality, author and public speaker best known as the star 
of the international hit TV series Greatest American Dog and It's Me or the Dog, through which she reaches audiences in over 50 countries.  
The torchbearer in the movement towards force-free positive reinforcement dog training methods, Stilwell is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Positively.com, serves as the featured trainer for eHow Pets, and is the CEO of both Victoria Stilwell, Inc. and Victoria Stilwell Positively Dog 
Training (VSPDT):  the world’s premier global network of positive reinforcement dog trainers. A co-founder of the National Dog Bite 
Prevention Task Force, Stilwell is also committed to helping the cause of animal rescue and rehabilitation, working closely with 
organizations around the world to increase awareness about puppy mills, dogfighting, animal abuse, pet overpopulation, dog bite 
prevention, breed-specific legislation and other animal-related issues.  Appearing frequently in the global media, Stilwell is widely 
recognized as a leader in the field of animal behavior and serves as a National Ambassador for the American Humane Association and is on 
the Advisory Boards of both RedRover and DogTV. She is also the CEO of the Victoria Stilwell Foundation, providing animal behavior 
expertise and funding to smaller rescue shelters and positive training-based canine assistance organizations. More info at 
www.positively.com.  
 
About Jim Crosby: Jim is a retired Police Lieutenant (Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, Jacksonville, FL) former Animal Control Division Manager 
and professional dog trainer and aggression expert. He has invaluable experience and extensive insight to bring to the problem of dog attacks 
and dangerous dog issues. Jim consults with Animal Control and Law Enforcement Authorities on serious and fatal dog attacks, combining 
crime scene investigation, detailed interviews and dog evaluation to give a detailed behavioral analysis of the incidents. Jim is the author of the 
upcoming "Working the Worst: A Guide to Investigating Dog Related Fatalities". 
 
About Claudine Wilkins: Claudine has practiced animal law since 1996.  In 2011, she left her post as legislative counsel for Best Friends 
Animal Society and currently works with Homeless Pet Clubs, a non-profit that provides a voice for shelter animals through student, civic and 
business clubs. She field’s daily calls involving cases related to animals. She is a former prosecutor and civil attorney who founded the Animal 
Law Section of the Georgia Bar (2009). Areas of practice include legislation initiatives involving animals and public safety. She has been 
instrumental in many animal abuse cases and was recently involved in the forfeiture of 276 neglected animals in Georgia and 1,000 neglected 
animals in West Virginia.  She drafted and lobbied the Georgia Felony Dog Fighting Law (2008) and the Responsible Dog Owner Act (2012). Her 
continuing efforts to draft legislation to protect animals and children have resulted  in public safety laws and education programs.  
 
About Wag & Train Animal Behavior Specialists: Kari Bastyr, M.S., VSPDT, CDBC owner and operator of Wag & Train Animal Behavior 
Specialists, specializes in animal behavior and dogs with severe behavioral problems. She is a certified VSPDT trainer with Victoria Stilwell 
Positively Dog Training, a member of the Animal Behavior Society, certified by the International Association of Animal Behavior Consultants, and 
a member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers,. She volunteers many hours of behavioral consultations and treatment to multiple rescue 
organizations including Safe Harbor Lab Rescue, Big Dogs Huge Paws, Colorado Pug Rescue, Golden Retriever Freedom Rescue, Snow-
Capped German Shepherd Rescue, and Western Border Collie Rescue.  
 
About Good Family Dog Training: Good Family Dog Training is owned and operated by Laura Brody. Laura is a Certified Pet Dog Trainer, a 
member of Victoria Stilwell's Positively Dog Training team, a Canine Good Citizen Evaluator with the AKC, a graduate of Animal Behavior 
College, a former talk show radio host, donates her expertise to several breed rescue groups and has created GOOD FAMILY DOGs for 
hundreds of clients and students 

 
About Victoria Stilwell Positively Dog Training:  Victoria Stilwell Positively Dog Training (VSPDT) is the world’s first global network of 
professional dog trainers dedicated to providing the public with a humane, positive reinforcement-based option in dog training under the most 
trusted name brand in reward-based dog training. Featuring individually certified positive trainers from all over the world which have been hand-
picked and personally approved by Victoria Stilwell (It’s Me or the Dog) in the use of her force-free Positively method, VSPDT’s mission is to 
create a global network of professional dog trainers whose goal is to help shape the future of dog training by promoting positive reinforcement 
methodologies. With overwhelming support from the undisputed leaders in the field of animal behavioral science and the largest veterinary 
organizations in the world, VSPDT is now the pre-eminent brand promoting humane, science-based, force-free dog training methods throughout 
the world. Find a VSPDT trainer at www.positively.com/trainers. More info at www.vspdt.com.  
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